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Hallo M.B.M.! Hallo BEATLES-Fan!  
Autobiografie von BILLY J. KRAMER  
 
 

Dienstag, 3. Mai 2016: BILLY J. KRAMER: 
Buch DO YOU WANT TO KNOW A SECRET? 
- THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF BILLY J. KRAMER.   27,90 € 
Autoren: BILLY J. KRAMER mit Alyn Shipton. Verlag: Equinox Publishing, Großbritannien.  
Gebundenes Buch; Format: 23,4 cm x 15,6 cm; 200 Seiten; 30 Schwatzweiß-Fotos; englischsprachig. 
 

Inhalt: Acknowledgement; Forword; Chapter 1 - Little Children - 1943-1958; Chapter 2 - I'll Be On My 
Way - 1958-1962; Chapter 3 - Silver Dream - 1963-1964; Chapter 4 - It's Gotta Last Forever - 1964-1967; 
Chapter 5 - Twilight Time - 1967-1970: Chapter 6 - Gone Away - 1970-1971; Chapter 7 - You Can't Live 
On Memories - 1972-983; Chapter 8 - I Won The Fight - 1984-2006. Chapter 9 - To Liverpool With Love - 
from 2006; Notes; Recordings List; Index. 
 

Pressetext 1: 
 

RINGO STARR: "He was the most handsome man on stage, and well-dressed too." 
PETER FRAMPTON: "BILLY J. KRAMER and his band THE DAKOTAS have always been an inspiration 
to me." 
 

When BILLY J. KRAMER's Do You Want To Know A Secret? by LENNON and McCARTNEY topped 
the charts in 1963, he was the first singer in the world to have a number one hit with a BEATLES song, 
apart from the FAB FOUR themselves. This propelled the teenage KRAMER into the fast lane, and he 
followed it with another five top twenty singles in the next two years. 
 

In this autobiography BILLY J. KRAMER (born WILLIAM ASHTON) tells his rags to riches story, from 
his working class childhood in Liverpool to the racy world of international pop music. Managed by BRIAN 
EPSTEIN, produced by GEORGE MARTIN, and friend, confidante and colleague of the BEATLES, 
KRAMER gives a definitive insider's account of the birth of the Liverpool sound and also the "British 
Invasion" of the USA.  
 

But there are dark secrets in the KRAMER story. Before he reached his twenties, he was in the grip of drugs and alcohol, and there were constant tensions between him 
and his backing band, THE DAKOTAS. When the screaming stopped, he reinvented himself as a cabaret performer, and some of his best records were made in the 
years he was out of the limelight. With a young family, drink and pills made his domestic life, and eventually his professional life, a struggle.  
 

In this no-holds-barred account, KRAMER brings to life the vibrancy of the sixties. He then reveals how he exorcised his demons and forged a new career in the United 
States. He assembles his current band, shows a growing mastery of songwriting, and returns to national tours of Britain and the USA, keeping the flame of the Mersey 
sound alive. The lifetime of experience he brings to his new songs infuses every page of this enthralling read. 
 

Peter Noone: "Seeing and hearing BILLY J. KRAMER in the early days of what became known as the Merseybeat scene was an inspiration to all us teenagers in 
England. At last someone real was taking it over!" 
 

Ken Dashow, DJ at WAXQ (Q104.3) New York City: "BILLY J. KRAMER's story takes you on the full roller-coaster ride of British Invasion superstardom, rock and 
roll excess, sobriety, love, and music redemption. This is a don't miss for any music fan." 
 

Don Celenza, record producer: "BILLY is without a doubt the most unique, charming, welcoming and humble human being I've ever met. His enthusiasm and youthful 
outlook are so inspiring and (thankfully) contagious. BILLY's depth of feeling and thinking are beyond the norm." 
 

Liberty DeVitto, drummer: "My friend BILLY has seen it and has been through it all. He is a musical survivor. He is real and tells it like it is, 'cause he has been there. 
If you are disappointed by the truth don't ask BILLY for an opinion. His only fault is his kindness. I love the man and consider him one of my best friends." 
 

The Authors: 
 

BILLY J. KRAMER is a singer, songwriter and bandleader, whose career with THE DAKOTAS took him into the top ten on the British and American charts, 
including three UK number one hits. Born in Liverpool he now lives in the United States. 
 

Alyn Shipton has co-authored many musicians' biographies, including most recently, that of chart topping jazz bandleader Chris Barber. His life of singer/songwriter 
Harry Nilsson won the 2014 ASCAP Deems Taylor Award for pop biography. 
 

Viele Grüße sendet Dir das Team vom Beatles Museum 
Stefan, Martin, Daniel und sonntags Julia 
Redaktion THINGS: Rainer (Moers) - Rainer ist am besten telefonisch erreichbar: 0345-2903900, Di. - So., jeweils 10-18 Uhr 

Bestellungen auch telefonisch möglich: Di. - So. von 10.00 bis 18.00 Uhr; manchmal auch bis 20.00 Uhr: 0345-2903900 
Bestellwert unter 50 Euro: geringer Portoanteil für Briefe; für Inland-Pakete maximal 5 Euro. / Ab Bestellwert 50 Euro: innerhalb portofrei; ins Ausland Portoanteil minus 5 Euro. 
Angebote freibleibend, so lange der Vorrat reicht. Fehler vorbehalten. Auch wenn Angebote nicht mehr lieferbar: InfoMails archivieren wir auf unserer Internetseite. 
 

IT WAS MANY YEARS AGO TODAY: 6. Mai 
Montag, 6. Mai 1946: Da JOHN LENNON nun bei seiner Tante MIMI SMITH und seinem Onkel GEORGE lebt,  
     wechselt er von der Mospitz Lane Infants School in die Dovedale Primary School, die er bis 1951 besucht. 
Montag, 6. Mai 1968: CILLA BLACK-Single STEP INSIDE LOVE (LENNON/McCARTNEY-Komposition) in USA. 
Dienstag, 6. Mai 1969: RINGO STARR und MAUREEN STARKEY fliegen in den Urlaub auf die Bahamas. 
Freitag, 6. Mai 1977: BEATLES-LP THE BEATLES AT THE HOLLYWOOD BOWL in England. 
Freitag, 6. Mai 1977: DENNY LANE-LP HOLLY DAYS (produziert von PAUL McCARTNEY) in England. 
Freitag, 6. Mai 2011: RINGO STARR auf CD LISTEN TO ME - BUDDY HOLLY in USA. 
 
 

Beatles Museum, Alter Markt 12, 06108  Halle (Saale) 
Telefon / phone: 0345-2903900, Fax: 0345-2903900; Email: BeatlesMuseum@t-online.de; Internet: www.BeatlesMuseum.net 
Geöffnet: dienstags bis sonntags und an Feiertagen (außer Weihnachten und Jahreswechsel) jeweils 10.00 bis 18.00 Uhr (nach Absprache auch später - oder morgens früher) 
Zusätzliche Öffnungszeiten für Gruppen und Schulklassen auf Anfrage; auch abends. Geschlossen: Heiligabend/Weihnachten und Silvester/Neujahr. 
M.B.M.-STAMMTISCH: jeden ersten Mittwoch im März, Juni, September und Dezember ab 17.30 Uhr. 
Publikation: BEATLES-Heft "THINGS": ein oder zwei Hefte monatlich:  
     6 THINGS 22,50 Euro / 12 THINGS 45,00 Euro / 24 THINGS 85,00 Euro / 36 THINGS 119,00 Euro  
     - ohne automatische Verlängerung (nur nach Absprache). 
Umsatzsteuer-Identifikationsnummer gemäß Paragraf 27 a Umsatzsteuergesetz: DE 206 782 106 
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